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PSALM lIxv. Ver4x. 


Thou art the Hope of them, that remain in the broad Sea, 


OME minute Philoſophers, of ancient and later Times, though they could 
not reſiſt the Force of thoſe Arguments, that were brought to evince the Exift- 
ence of a Firſt Cauſe, from whom and through whom all Things had their Be- 
ginning; yet loath to give up their wild Notions, and ſtudious above all Mea- 
ne to prevent Religion from being ſolidly and unmoveably ſettled upon 7hat its true 
nd only Foundation; they bethought themſelves of an Expedient, which, they hoped, 
nizkc weaken, if not utterly remove, the moral Tendency of the Reaſonings they were 
ot able to gainſay, and fo anſwer the main Purpoſe of their Oppoſition as effeCtually, 
if the groſſeſt Atheiſm had been admitted. 

They were ready enough to allow, that a Succeſſion of Cauſes without Beginning and 
Ending, or rather a Succeſſion of Effects without any Cauſe, was an Abſurdity too big 
be ſwallowed ; and they as freely admitted, that the numberleſs Inſtances of wonder- 
ful Art and Contrivance, appearing in the Formation and Uſe of every Part of this 
Univerſe, led the careful Obſerver to acknowledge, there was a more than human, 
more than angelick, an abſolutely Divine and Infinite Wiſdom at the Top of all theſe 
Things. But then, whilſt they aſcribed the Origin of the World to a Supreme Effi— 
dency, they ventured to affirm, there was no farther Room or Need of the Divine In— 
fuence, as God had beſtowed both on the animate and inanimate Parts of it, various 
ed Powers and Abilities, ſubje& to certain unalterable Laws and Determinations ; 
uguing herein, not unlike thoſe Hereticks of Old, who from the greater Light of the 
boſpel, and Mens ampler Knowledge and Underſtanding of all needful religious Truths 
amd Duties, inferred the Uſeleſſneſs of Grace, and of the Influences and Co-operations 
d God's Holy Spirit, however bounded and frail human Nature might be thought 
to be. 55 = | 

The ſingle Conſideration of the evil Tendency of this ſubtle Scheme of Infidelity ; 
the Certainty of its overturning every Ground of Duty to the Creator and to our 
Fellow-creature, by taking away God's natural and moral Government of this World; 
this muſt needs of itſelf go a great way towards a full Conviction, that this Syſtem of 
natural Independency 1s extremely pernicious, and cannot therefore be true. 

Or if more Proofs be ſought for, it will be eaſy to gather very convincing ones, by 
attending on one Hand to the Words now before us, and on the other to the Reaſon- 
ings, I am. about to produce in ſupport of them. For, whilſt the Text clearly ſuppoſes 
the actual Exiſtence of a Providence, ready and able to relieve thoſe, that place their 
Truſt in it; and by ſo doing furniſhes an Argument for this Truth of the moſt perſua- 
live Kind, as being founded in the Divine Authority of the Sacred Writings ; 1 make 
no doubt, but the Obſervations, I ſhall deem needful to make at preſent, will afford 
ſuch inconteſted Evidences of the Subject ion of Nature to the actual, abſolute, and uncon- 
troulable Agency of a ſuperior Being, that nothing, but the moſt incurable Obſtinacy can 
inder us from acknowledging it to exiſt, not only in the one Department of Divine 
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Dominion, we ſhall now be conſidering, but univerſally throughout the whole Comp, 
of Beings. ö E | WED ODS I onal 

In v3. mean while the Taſk; we have propoſed to ourſelves at this Time, is not 
much to prove, what out Reaſon is well able to evince, and what the Scriptures el; 
where * declare, viz. that they, who go down to t be Sea in Ships, ſee the Operations of th 
Lord and bis Wonders in the Deep; as that they, who remain in the broad Sea, have e 
all other Men the greateſt Reaſon to make that God their Hope, by caſting all the; 
Care upon his Almighty Providence. | BE. 
This js peculiarly the Point, our Text offers to be conſidered ; a Point, the Ceg 
tainty of which, I apprehend, will be eaſily made out, if we attend to Particulars wif 
the Care and Seriouſneſs, the Subject deſerves. os | 3 


I. For, to begin with one very obvious Circumſtance of a Sea-life, what is more ung 
certain in itſelf, what more abſolutely dependent upon the Divine Will, than all tho@ 
different Things, from the ſtated and uninterrupted Courſe of which the Mariner ca 
only expect and derive Succeſs? _ 595 =_ 

The extenſive Light of the great or inferior Luminaries of Heaven, ſo ſweet an 
pleaſant to behold , ſo needful to ſecure a proſperous Voyage © by Day or Night, how 
eaſily is this Joſt, in whole or in part, by the Interpoſition of opace Bodies, condenſe 
in Clouds, or diffuſed in Miſts impervious to the human Eye ? | I 

Finds, that other Requiſite * of Navigation, of whoſe Riſe and Progreſs © no one can 
tell the important Secret, what Security do they afford, either with Reſpect to their Di 
rection, or Continuance, or Intenſeneſs? Why truly, as much as may be expected 
from the juſteſt and moſt allowed Emblem of Variableneſs ; and that, I need hardly ſay, 
15 none at all. =, SR 3 

Then with regard to the Motion of the Sea, the Element, through which the adven- 
turous Mariner plows his Way, how unſettled are its Tides through the Inequalities 
of Shores, or the extraordinary Convulſions of its Waters? And, where Tides are not 
obſervable, or not wanted; how great, how dangerous a Variety in the Riſe or Flow 
of its Waves do Calms, Swells, Indraughts, or Tempeſts occaſion ? 3F 

As to that Frame of Timber, which helps to unite far diſtant Nations in mutual Inter- 
courſe and Amity, what ſurer or better Title can it claim to our Confidence? However 
durable the Materials, out of which it is compoſed; how little liable they may be W 
thought to the Impreſſion of the circumambient Waters; yet the cloſe and indiſſoluble WM 
Connexion of all its Conſtituents, to which the Mariner's Hopes are entirely confined, is % 
a Circumſtance, that can be truſted to no longer, than the Coheſion of heterogeneous 
Parts, moſt of them in an unnatural State, and all under ſtrong and repeated Concul- WM 
lions, can be ſuppoſed to laſt ; and that, we know, muſt be determined within the pre- 
ſent Moment, and ſo becomes highly precarious and uncertain. 4 
And what if after this we ſhould admit it as undoubtedly true, that in certain Caſes, 
and under certain given Circumſtances, Ships, though great, and driven of fierce I 
Winds, are turned about with a very ſmall Helm, whitherſoever the Governor liſteth ', 
this could not however be thought to afford the leaſt Certainty as to the Courſe to be 
purſued, We know, that to direct him in this Particular, the Mariner muſt apply to 


Things of another Nature, the Compaſs namely, with all thoſe other ſailing E 
| whic 
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which Heaven and Earth afford; and of theſe, it may with Truth be affirmed, that, as 
uſeful and neceſſary as they undoubtedly are to ſteer the Veſſel in a determined Way, 
and to judge of its Situation, yet can they not be held certain and infallible, whilſt the 
local or accidental Variations of the Needle are as univerſally allowed ot expected in a 
Voyage, as the Uncertainty and Miſtakes in Obſervations and Reckonings are often dil- 
covered, and often experienced to the Coſt of thoſe, who confide in them more than 
reaſonable. | 

In fine, the Abilities and Skill of thoſe, from whoſe Command or Aſſiſtance, the 
proper Diſpoſition, Application, and final Efficacy of all the needful Implements of 
Navigation are made dependent; Theſe, like the reſt, however promiſing they may 
ſeem, can yet be deemed no ſurer Ground of Reliance, than the Memory, .the Judg- 
ment, and the bodily Powers, from whence they flow: And theſe, it muſt be granted, 
are as different in Nature and Degree in different Men, as there are Numbers of them in 
the World ; and as liable to ſudden Shifts and Changes, as there are inward Cauſes or 
outward Objects, that can influence them. | 15 

There is then, it is evident, no natural Mean, on which the Mariner can aſſuredly 
depend for Succeſs in the Execution of his Deſign; which alone, one would think, 
were ſufficient to induce him not to place his Hopes on theſe Things, but on that Being, 
who from his allowed Superiority above all Nature, and from his viſible Benevolence to 
the human Race, muſt needs be thought both able and willing to direct Events to their 
Comfort and Security, if deſerving of it. 

Nay, it would be wonderful, if ſuch Self- convictions did not lead the Mind to con- 
ide in the Divine Aſſiſtance above all other Means, when, as in every Operation of 
Nature, ſo particularly in thoſe, we are now treating of, it is ſo manifeſt, that it is that 
Powerful, that Good Being, and no other, who either mediately or immediately acts in 
or upon Matter to the Production of thoſe Effects, we there ſee and admire. 

For, excepting what concerns the Ship's Fabrick, and excepting beſides what relates 
tothe Efficiency of free Agents in the Caſe, of which hereafter, all the other Requilites 
of Navigation, ſuch as Light, Wind, Tides, and ſo on, are manifeſtly the immediate 
Conſequences of Matter in Motion: And we know, by the ſtricteſt Rules of the ſound- 
eſt Reaſon and the beſt Philoſophy, that Matter can never be brought into ſuch Motion 
but by an immaterial, living, intelligent, active Cauſe. For Matter, it is allowed on all 
Hands, is in its Nature heavy, and lifeleſs, and ever diſpoſed to continue unchangeably 
in the State it is in; and Motion without Intelligence and Choice (ſuch as the Motion 
of ſenſeleſs Matter, if owing to itſelf, muſt ever be) cannot upon any poſſible Suppo- 
ſition be underftood determined one Way, and therefore muſt be directed every Way, 
"s that is no Way, and fo muſt end in the ſtricteſt Reſt and moſt unalterable In- 
activity. | | 3 

It is in vain here to fancy that there are certain Powers inherent in Matter, ſuch as 
Gravitation, Attraction, Elaſticity, and ſo on; and that theſe are the Cauſes of its va- 
nous Motions. For Matter, as ſolid, has neceſſarily and invariably an innate Tendency 
and Diſpoſition to reſiſt every Change of State, and therefore cannot be poſſeſſed of any 
Tendency to produce ſuch Change, unleſs Things incompatible can reſide in the ſame 
Subject without deſtroying each other, which I take to be too palpable an Abſurdity to 
be admitted, And if the firſt Riſe of Motion in any Syſtem of Matter appears con- 
iefſedly to be the Effect, the immediate Effect, of an intelligent Cauſe, the very Necel- 
ity of ſuch Intelligence muſt lead us to aſcribe the further Continuance or ſuch 

141 4 Otion 


me add, that ſo long as we are ſure, the Effects, we have here been ſpeaking of, are not 


Motion to an Efficiency of the ſame Kind; ſince, were ſuch Motion in any Point of its 
Progreſs independent on Intelligence as its Cauſe, it would either be owing to Matter 
itſelf, or to the mechanical Powers, Matter is ſuppoſed poſſeſſed of, both which have been 
ſhewn impoſſible ; beſides that there would be then no Abſurdity in conceiving Matter ag 
well capable of beginning as of continuing Motion, contrary to what was proved. 

It is accordingly evident to a Demonſtration, that Motion is the Effect of an imma. 
terial intelligent Cauſe ; which might be proved beſides, were there Need of it, from 
the Reſtitution and vaſt Increaſe of Motion in the Congreſs of elaſtic Bodies. And let 


ſubjected to ſurd, inanimate, imaginary Powers, it matters not, whether we underſtand 
them wrought by the Almighty's immediate Impreſſion on each Syſtem of Matter, or 
by Him through Means of other Beings in a Series of Communications; ſince in either 
Way, God is ſtill the firſt, the only ſupreme, and independent Mover, as certainly, as 
the Head, or the Mind reſiding there, is the Cauſe of the Action performed by the 
Hand, or the King is the Center and Spring of all Power, though diffuſed and applied 
in different Methods through the Inſtrumentality of ſubordinate Cauſes. 


This being ſo, we are juſtified in ſaying, that, whatever Means God may be ſuppoſed | 


to employ, in Strictneſs of Speech however, it is He, that makes the Light to ſhine and 
darkens it at Pleaſure ; that it is He, who ſends forth Winds, and calms them, when 
proper; that it is He, who moves the Sea and moderates its Goings ; in fine, that it is 
He, who attracts the Needle, and reflects or refracts the Light. | 

It may indeed ſeem more for the Credit of our boaſted Wiſdom, and imaginary 
Knowledge, to aſſign ſome fine ſpun Appellations, as expreſſive of the Caufes of theſe 
Phenomena : But it tends more to the Satisfaction of thoughtful and well-diſpoſed 
Minds, to be aſſured in a moſt certain Way of Reaſoning, that theſe fictitious Cauſes are 
nothing better than Effects, that ultimately require the Action of an immaterial Cauſe 
to give them Being and Continuance. $ 


Should Coheſion (including the cloſeſt Union and intenſeſt relative Reſt) be deemed 


on that Score to exempt from the Divine Influence thoſe Things at leaſt, that are in 
ſuch a State; (among which, in our preſent Enquiry, may be ranked the various Ma- 
terials, that go to make up the Ship's Frame, as well as the whole Frame itſelf; 
I muſt obſerve, that ſuch an Inference would be very unphiloſophical, as the Coheſion 
of Matter is manifeſtly an Effet, not cauſed by any inherent, innate: Power in 


Matter itſelf, but by the mediate or immediate Action of an immaterial Being. And | 


that for this plain Reaſon : Becauſe Experience teaches (and moſt evidently in the Calc 
before us) that cohering Matter reſiſts a Change of its State of Reſt or Coheſion, with 
a Power greatly exceeding its Bulk or Quantity, ſince it oppoſes the Impreſſion of larger 


© Quantities of Matter than itſelf, and is able to overcome its own Gravitation, which is 


exactly proportionate to its Bulk; and conſequently cohering Matter manifeſtly reſiſts a 
Change with a Power extraneous to itſelf and ſtritly immaterial by the very Terms, and 
that is, with a Power eminently demonſtrative of the Intervention of the Almighty Crea- 
tor, if carried up to its firſt Riſe. To ſay, that notwithſtanding its Exceedings the 
Power of Coheſion may reſide in Matter, would certainly be contradictious in itſelf, 
as it would ſuppoſe a Quality active in a Subject, which it exceeds in Proportion, and 
in which conſequently it cannot reſide, at leaſt in Part; and it ſhould ſeem beſides, that 
this Notion would infer ſtill farther, that, as this Power could not but at all Times over- 


come by its Exceedings. all thoſe other Tendencies of Matter, thoſe, namely, of Gravita- 
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171 
tion, Attraction, and ſo on, theſe. ever bearing an exact Proportion to the Quantity of 
Matter, cohering Bodies could for this Reaſon never be made to ſeparate by any Thing 
intrinſical, which is contrary to Experience, or elſe ſuch a Separation could be effected 
by Cauſes . inferior in Power to that of Coheſion, which is a flat Contradiction. 

We have but one Step more to take, to prove all Nature at the Command of the 
Almighty ;; and that is, to ſhew, that Man, notwithſtanding his ſelf. moving Power, is 
as much ſubjected to the Divine Controul, as inanimate Matter. 3 

It is true, we exempted human Action (above) from the Influence, we are now con- 
vinced, Matter is directed by, but not to give Room to account Man for that Reaſon 
independent: All that was intended by this Preciſeneſs, was no more, than that we 
might have an Opportunity of diſtinguiſhing between the Kinds of Dominion, God 
exerciſes over the Minds of Men, and over Matter, that ſenſeleſs and inactive Maſs. In 
and upon this latter God acts, as Workmen do upon the various Subjects of their Art; 
on the former, in Ways ſuitable to their Nature. Whilſt He employs Neceſſity and 


Compulſion to direct and actuate the firſt; He makes Uſe of Motives and rational 
Objects to engage the latter. „ 8 


This hinders not, but that Men are ſtill dependent and under the; Direction of the 
Almighty; notwithſtanding all their Freedom in the Exerciſe of their Faculties. For 
their Minds being always open to Impreſſions, they muſt- of Courſe be liable to ſuch 
lvely and deep Impreſſions from the Hand of God, as ſhall be followed with that Kind 
of Conduct, the Almighty intended-ſhould follow, full as certainly, as if they had been 
under a neceſſary Impulſe-: Unleſs we can ſuppoſe Man not to be directed in his Action 
by the previous Senſe of his Mind, which is inconſiſtent with Obſervation ; or to have 
tin his Power to act counter to that Senſe, even when full and compleat and agreed to, 
tat is, counter to the laſt Determination of his Underſtanding, which implies the Ab- 
lurdity of making him to will and to nill at the ſame Time. . 
This ſingle Proof would fully anſwer our Purpoſe, ſo as not to need any Thing fur— 
ther to be alledged here. However, to inculcate the important Truth of Man's abſolute. 


| ubjeCtion and Dependence with greater Force, I crave Leave to note till further, that, 
iowever great and laſting our mental. Capacities may ſeem, conſidered in themſelves ; 


jet in their Relation to the Body, the Power of applying them in their proper Place, 
can by no Sort of Deduction be ſhewn neceſſary. and certain. On the contrary, Reaſon 
and Experience unite to prove a Suſpenſion of ſuch mental Influence poſſible in every the 
minuteſt Portion of our Exiſtence, and very eaſily effected; and conſequently, that 
luch a Suſpenſion may at any Time be induced by the Almighty Hand of God, not- 


eee any imaginary indiſſoluble Connexion, we may be tempted to ſuppoſe in 
the Caſe. 


In fine, 1 would have it obſerved, that even when the Mind is at full Liberty to act 
with all the Efficacy in its Power, it is not however capable of compaſſing any the 


moſt ordinary Effects out of the Body by any thing it can do, without the Concurrence 
of Almighty God, ſince a greater Force is required and. actually employed to that Pur- 
poſe, than the Mind can, upon any Suppoſition, be underſtood to communicate to the 


animal, Spirit and nervous Juices, the immediate Subjects, on which it works. This 


zmazing Truth will ſtare any one full in the Face, if he recollect, that it has been de- 
monſtrated with the utmoſt Exactneſs of Calculation, that to ſupport a Weight with 


the four Fingers at Arm's length, there is a Force exerted in the Muſcles, which exceeds - 


nar Weight, be it what it will, ſeventy thouſand Times. A Force this, which cannot 
| n rationally 
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ſions, and happily preſerved or improved, if Need be, by the Superintendency and 


he cannot, in any wiſe compaſs the Effect, he aims at, without the gracious Concur— 
The above Reaſonings evidently | 


[8] 


rationally be thought, conveyed by the Animal Spirits, ſmall and imperceptible as they 
are, and under the continual Oppoſition and conſequent Impairings of Power, they 
muſt undergo, both by their Attrition through the Channels; and by the Congreſs of 
Bodies of fuperior Size; and therefore a Force, that yields an irreſiſtible Evidence to 
convince every attentive fair Reaſoner, that the bodily Powers, we may either want, or 
are diſpoſed to make Uſe of for Action, are all of them truly in the Hand of God ang 
at his abſolute Diſpoſal, notwithſtanding our vain Boaſtings and ill- grounded Claims to 
the contrary. | wy 


o 


And now will it be deemed unreaſonable to ſay, that the Memory, Thought, Rez. 
ſoning, Judgment, and other mental Faculties and Powers, on the free Uſe and Eg. 
cacy of which ſo much depends, can with Certainty be guarded againſt wrong Impref. 


active Influences of Almighty God, and by no other? Or will it ſeem too ſanguine tg 
add, that in every Caſe, where it may be requiſite for Man to exert his bodily Powers, 


rence of the ſame bountiful Hand ? I think not. 
ſhew, that theſe Things may with greateſt Truth be affirmed. And when the Mariner 
ſhall have revolved theſe Particulars in his Mind with the Attention, they deſerve, 
and ſhall have carefully weighed, beſides, the intrinſick Force and Concluſiveneſs of thoſe 
Evidences, by which the various Syſtems of inanimate Matter, he is converſant about, are 
proved to be put or kept in their reſpective States of Reſt or Motion by the immaterial 


Actings of Divine Power, it may be hoped, he will be ſo ingenuous, not only to ad- 


mit theſe Points, as Inſtances of an over-ruling Providence actively preſent in and to 
every conſtituent Part of the wide extended Univerſe, but to reſt convinced at the ſame 
time, that by that Providence every avowed Uncertainty of his Situation may be effec- 
tually removed out of his Way, and every Event directed anſwerably to his juſt Expec- 


tations, and that therefore he has the ſtrongeſt Inducement afforded him herein, to make | 


God his Hope, his only Hope. 


Should the Grounds, on which theſe Deductions are founded, be thought to ſtand in | 


Need of Support, though I am not aware of any juſt Cauſe of Suſpicion, yet it will 


remove all Occaſion of Doubt, and greatly ſtrengthen this whole Proof, to obſerve, | 


that the Scriptures entirely agree in what we have advanced, concerning God's ſupreme 
and abſolute Dominion over, and actual Direction of thoſe Things in particular, on 
which the Mariner's Succeſs is made dependent. 


For according to thoſe Scriptures, it is God, that forms the Light s; that ſpreads and 


directs it to the Ends of the Earth“; that holdeth back the Face of his Throne * ; that 


covers it with Clouds *; that cloaths the Heavens with Blackneſs ', fo that the Men 
meet with Darkneſs in the Day-time, and grope in the Noon-day as in the Night =. 
It is He, who makes the Winds *, his Winds, as they are called e; who commands 


and raiſes them“; who brings them out of his Treaſures :; who looks to the Ends of 


the Earth to make their juſt Weight ©; who walks upon their Wings *, and uſes them | 


at Pleaſure, as ſhall be proved hereafter. 


It is He, who meaſures the Waters of the Sea in the Hollow of his Hands *; who | 
gathers them, as an Heap * ; who lays the Beams of his Chambers in the Floods ” ; who | 


* Iſai. xlv. _ d Job xi. 30. xxxvii. 3. 5 i Job xxvi. 9. | | . * Job. xxxvi. 32. n. 1. z. 
m Job v. 11. un Amos iv. 13. © Exod. xv. io. Pſ.:cxlvii. 18. Pf. cvii. 25, Pf. cxxxv. 5 
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is and fits upon them *; whoſe Spirit moves upon their Face ; who weighs them by 
y Meaſure to the Ends of the Earth * ; who bounded them of Old by a perpetual De- 


7 cree *, and now ſets a Watch over them“; who divides them at Pleaſure ©; who calls 
of for them to cover the Earth *, and dries them up again at his Rebuke *. 

0 It is He, who eſtabliſhes the Heavens f, and makes them ſtrong as Braſs s; who 
or faſtens the Foundations of the Earth * ; who by his Strength ſetteth faſt the Mountains i; 
id who forms the Weights of the Bag © ; and who therefore muſt be deemed the ſole Cauſe 


o of all Stability and Firmneſs. | | 
It is He, who firſt taught Man the Art of framing and navigating Ships i, and on 


1- whoſe kind Influence the Whole is ſtill dependent for Succeſs x. 

'Y It is He, who alone knows the Ordinances of Heaven; who has appointed theme; "mM 

. who guides their Influences, and ſets them their Dominion in the Earth* ; who ſtops the 1 
Sun at Pleaſure %, or makes it to go back *, or commands it not to riſe, and ſealeth up | | 


the Stars *. 1 

It is He, who at firſt put Underſtanding in the Heart of Man, and from whom ſtill ml 
are its Preparations * ; who gives Wiſdom to the Righteous, and conveys it in ma 
imperceptible Ways for their Good a; who, by having the Hearts of all Men in his 17 
Power “, eſtabliſhes the Thoughts of thoſe, that commit their Works to Him *, but 
diſappointeth the Devices of the Crafty v, and taketh away the Underſtanding of the 
Aged * ; who is the Strength of Man's Life, and alone has Power over his Spirit b, 
as He alone holds the Soul, the Breath of every living Thing in His Hand é, and by His 
kind Viſitations preſerves them *; who is able to give Man Power *, and is actually his 
Strength *, and kindly grants him a larger Meaſure of it, when faint and without 
Might * ; who, however Man may deviſe “, is He, that alone directs his Ways i, and 
ordereth his Goings *, and when he thinks fit, either eſtabliſhes his Steps ', or elſe 
weakens his Strength *, ſo that his Hands cannot perform his Enterprize *. 

In fine, it is He, who works in us both to will and to do“: It is He, in whom 
we live and move and have our Being: It is He, who upholdeth all Things by the 
Word of his Power 4. 1 | 

It is not unnatural either for he Wiſe to glory in their Wiſdom, or for the Mighty to boaſt 

of their Power : But, I hope, it will not be queſtioned now, but that the truly rational 
Way is for Men to glory in that they know and underſtand; that God is the Lord, who 
reigneth , who is cloatbed with Majeſty and Strength; who eſtabliſhes the World and all 
that therein is. _— on Tit > 18 2 

Indeed, human Wiſdom and Might, when calmly enquired into, are ſoon diſcovered 
to be exceedingly defective, ſo as to be little better than Ignorance and Weakneſs ; above 
all, when compared with Divine Knowledge and Power. Whereas the real, intrinſick, 
ſuperior Excellency of the Almighty is not only a Truth, which the very Exiſtence of 


Things 

*Pſ. xxix. 3, 10. „ Geneſ. i. 2, Job xxviii. 25, Job xxxvii. 10. Prov. viii. 29. Jerem. 
v. 22, d Job vii. 11. © Job xxvi. 12. 4 Amos v. 8. © Job xii. 15. Iſai. I. 2. Nahum 1. 4. 
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Things about us forces upon right Reaſon with irrefiſtible Rvidence but withal a Truth, 


which tends to the Credit of thoſe, that ſeriouſly entertain and profeſs it, by ſhewing 
them to be got out of the Reach of their Infirmities, and to act in a Sphere of Perfec- 
tion greatly above their frail Nature. | 

However, leſt the bare Reaſonableneſs of ſuch Sentiments ſhould not have Efficacy 


enough to move the Heart, and lead it to the true and only Object of Man's Confl. 


dence, it ſhould ſeem, it were abſolutely neceſſary to the Support of the Cauſe, we are 
engaged in, to back our Obſervations with ſomething more affecting ſomething more 
likely to influence the Practice, than any Thing yet offered, conſidering the Selfilhne(; 
of our Diſpoſitions, | 


II. What that is with regard to the Mariner, whom our preſent Enquiry peculiarly 
relates to, is quite eaſy to gueſs, when a Sea-faring Life can ſcarce be thought of, with- 
out 8 it ſubjected, not only to great Uncertainties, as now proved, but to 
ſuch numberleſs and very great Dangers beſides, as cannot be guarded againſt without 
the kind Interpoſition of God's Almighty Providence. © SES 

Hardly will it be accounted weak to ſay, the Mariner has Reaſon to dread thoſe Evils, 
the Heavens that encompaſs us, are at all Times able to let looſe, and pour down into 
theſe nether Regions, when there, we know, are bred, and thence proceed, Lightnings, 
"Thunders, fiery Meteors, Water-ſpouts, Snow, Hail, Storms and Hurricanes; Things 
= 5 58 Natures terrible, often deſtructive, and againſt which the Ocean affords no 
heiter. | | | 
Next, how many threatning Implements of ſureſt Ruin does every Veſſel carry in its 
Make and Conſtitution? The Maſts and Yards, thoſe largeſt and moſt neceſſary Parts 
of its Frame, how unexpectedly, how certainly are they capable, and even known, to 
ſcatter Miſchicf in their Falls? How many direful Accidents may ariſe from a ſudden 
Twiſt or Parting in the various Cordage uſed in its Shrouds, Cables, or Faſtnings? 
And how fecretly may a Fire creep along unſeen, till having reached the Combuſtibles, 
with which each Ship abounds, it ſpreads around it Terror and Deſtruction? 

And what ſhall we ſay with reſpect to the Element, on which the adventurous Ma- 


* 
. 


riner ſteers his Way? How many treacherous Shores, ingurgitating Sands, and deftruc- | 


tive Racks does it hide in its mercileſs Boſom ? How quick, how dreadful the Conſe- 
quences, which Currents and Indraughts may occaſion, even where Strength and Art 


are united to prevent them? How imperceptibly may the Waters penetrate into a Ship's 


Frame, and by repeated Efforts open themſelves a Way, that ſhall baffle the Skill and 
Powers of the moſt Able? And when either through inward fiery Ebullitions, or through 
the outward forcible Impulſe of tempeſtuous Winds, the Waves are made to rife in 


liquid Mountains and wide-foaming Surges, how eaſily can they force the ſtouteſt Helm 
to yield to their ſuperior Preſſure and convulſive Influence; and how ſuddenly too may 


they unite in dreadful League, and pour down their deſtructive Torrents, ſo as to fill 


weigh it irreſiſtibly below their Surface into thoſe Regions, whence there is no Return! 
Theſe are the noted and allowed Hazards, which they, that remain in the broad Sea, 
8 and are ever expoſed to: And againſt theſe no natural Means can yield 
Securi x. 50 1 
I. will ſay nothing here with regard to what Matter and Motion may be imagined 
capable of doing in the Caſe, in Virtue of their own Power. If what was noted under 
2 8 IM | my 
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inmoſt Receſſes of the moſt capacious Veſſel, and by ſuch their Admiſſion to 
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my 1 0 Argument 1s not ſufficient to ſtifle any Hopes from that Quarter, unleſs hoth 


be underſtood under a ſupreme and wiſe Direction, I deſpair of ever perſuading any 


Power of that Kind. | 

What then muſt poor Mortals do, whoſe Profeſſion and Callings oblige them to re- 
main in the broad Sea for the beſt Part, or the Whole of their Lives? Muſt they ven- 
ure into a Scene of ſuch various Hazard and imminent Danger, with nothing to com- 
fort them, nothing to encourage them, beyond a bare, a very ſmall, and almoſt no 
Chance of eſcaping ? Would it not, do you imagine, be better for Men in ſuch peril- 
bus Circumſtances, and who make up no ſmall, no deſpicable Part of the human Race, 
that there ſhould be an over-ruling Providence, able to direct all Nature according to its 
vvereign Will, and knowing how to protect its Creatures againſt the Miſchiefs, they 
ae threatned with? Surely, it muſt appear a much more beneficial Scheme, as well as 
more conſiſtent with the infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the Great Creator, that 
Things ſhould be conſtituted on this wiſe, than that the Operations of Nature, by being 
malterably fixed or left to their own blind Direction, ſhould become the ſure and un- 
woidable Means of harming and deſtroying thoſe, whom by their peculiar Neceſſities 


tink of a Merchant, who ſhould ſhip a valuable Cargo on board a Veſſel in Hopes of 
great Advantages, and yet venture the Whole to Sea with the Helm looſe or fixed, 
but without a Pilot? You would, I am apt to believe, have no very favourable Opinion 
either of the Succeſs, or of the Reaſonableneſs of his Undertaking. And ſhall we not 
be aſhamed ſo much as to ſuſpe&, that the Great, the Wiſe, the Good Creator ſhould 
have launched this noble and rich-fraught Fabrick of the Univerſe out of his Hands into 
a Ocean of diſcordant and convulſive Tendencies, without providing by an intelligent 
Direction and Controul for its Safety, both in Whole and in Part, during the appointed 


» 1 . - 


Time of its Continuance? 


This, it will be ſaid, is a very plauſible and pious Kind of Reaſoning ; but not clear 

of ſome. unſurmountable Difficulties, inaſmuch as the preventive Operations of the Su- 

preme. Being here pleaded for, were they admitted, could not but be thought to occaſion 

1 G1 and continual Irregularities, as ſeem not likely to redound to the Honour of 
e Cr 


ut of the Reach of human Foreſight, and rendered incapable of being hindered by any 


bod forces, as it were, into the Way of theſe miſchievous Effects, even whilſt He can- 
not but have intended them for Proſperity and Happineſs. Indeed, what would you 


ator, gr effettually to remoye the Inconyeniencies complained of, or reconcileable 
N Ii N ' F) n rr ö 1 | | 1 wit a 
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with a ſtated and ordinary Courſe of Things, ſuch as we are capable of obſerving in the 


Operations of Nature. It will be urged, that any Counteractings in the Divine Con. 


duct will neceſſarily infer a Changeableneſs of Nature, or a Defect of Power in the keys 
Conſtitution of Things: And Variety, it will be pretended, though it may rectif of Na 
ſome Inconveniencies in one Part of the Syſtem, cannot well however avoid introducing eriden 
ſome greater in another Part, and ſo by a fatal but inevitable Progreſs to bring on ; and w! 
total Confuſion. | e ne | PE} Being, 
To theſe Doubts I beg leave to anſwer, in the firft Place, that the Courſe of Things Unive 
is in the ſtrict defenſible Language nothing elſe, than God's ſtated Method of acting in Ow 
and upon the material Syſtem under certain given Circumſtances. This has already 52575 
been made plain under our former Argument from Coheſion, and from thoſe other Pro. HE. 
perties of Matter, that are accounted to be Cauſes of its Motions. And therefore, un- our A 
leſs God be thought to be acted upon by a Fatality, coercive of His unoriginated, ſu- Mond. 
reme, infinite Powers, (which implies more than one Contradiction;) or to have laid ſervatic 
Himſelf under an equipollent Neceſſity of conforming unvariably in every Caſe to thoſe] which 
_ Connexions, we obſerve Matter to be generally directed in, (which is inconſiſtent with ink. Fhzno 
nite Wiſdom, and would often force the Deity to cauſe the Evil, His Goodneſs would in- Hou 
cline him to prevent ;) it muſt be granted, that the Courſe of Things cannot but bel 5*EZ | 
conſidered as variable, nay indiſpenſably to be varied, when different Incidents ſhall re. Cauſes, 
quire it. Nor need it be apprehended, that this Change of Conduct in the Supreme ain 
Being, which we here aſſert, will in any Manner affect the Unvariableneſs of His Na. poſitior 
ture and Diſpoſitions; ſince it is clear, that ſuch a Change does not infer His Proceed - the Sce 
ings to be humourſome and fickle, (which, indeed, would be contradictious to His infinite en, 
Perfection, ) but ſhews, on the contrary, that His Actings are conformable to the Reaſon of Alm 
and Circumſtances of every Caſe, and therefore very conſiſtent with, or rather neceſſarily not pro 
reſulting from His infinite Knowledge and Wiſdom, . And though in Language this may «tual I 
ſeem to make the Deity dependent upon ſomething without Himſelf ; yet, in the Light, pprehe 
in which we here ſtate the Matter, it is evident He is ſubjected to nothing in Fact, bull Lifects, 
to His own intrinſick arbitrary Appointments, which He may ſurely ſuſpend, or vary He onl: 
as He thinks fitteſt and moſt conſonant to His Deſigns, without any the moft diſtant ſome C 
Reflexion on His Immutability. ob oh pon ac 
If we ſhould for a While agree to wave this Conſideration, and argue in the mechani- Kind cz 
cal Way, we might next be allowed to aſk, whether the Courſe of Things is ſo ſtated, durſelve 
ſo regular, that there is no Variety obſervable or poſſible herein? And if this could not the hig 
be maintained; if Obſervation ſhould teach, that the ſame Cauſes do not always pro- which 1 
duce the ſame Effects; that the ſame Effects are produced by different Cauſes ; that the Juſt as fi 
Directions of moving Bodies are frequently altered, we know not how; and that Velo- how far 
cities are often leſſened and increaſed beyond what we had Reaſon to expect, we might, Point, 
ſurely, in Virtue here of, reject the Aſſertion, and think it a very weak Foundation for Ml *tually 
excluding the Divine Actings. We are too apt in our Reaſonings to ſuppoſe all neceſ- is pl. 
ſary Circumſtances preſent, and then to infer ſuch an Effect muſt follow; not conſidering} dent a 
that as in the Operations of Nature we cannot be certain of all Requiſites being at hand, contend 
and no contrary Cauſes near, ſo is it undeniable, that there are but very few Circumſtances material 
in any given Caſe, but what are capable of very many and very ſudden Alterations, both nothing 
which cannot but occaſion Effects to be very different from what we expected. Should We r 
it be maintained, that theſe Varieties make Part of the Courſe of Things, why not then the Su 
rank the Divine Operations in the ſame Claſs? Why not believe, that there are in Na. 5 in 
; ture upreme 


ture; 


Cauſes, as that the Lightning ſhall be ſucceeded with Thunder, this with Rain, and this 


| the Scene: And if it cannot do that, it can infer nothing againſt the Divine Interpoſi- 


| Which it would be extremely unreaſonable not to make, leaves the Courſe of Things 
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ture certain Caſes reſerved for Divine Agency? Or ſhould it be thought a ſtated Law 
of Nature for ſuch Alterations to be produced by mechanical Cauſes and no other, it is 
evident, this would be taking that for granted, which is the very Subject of Debate, 
and what will be found utterly irreconcileable with the neceſſary Exiſtence of an immaterial 
Being, with the Creation of Matter at the firſt, with the ſubſequent Formation of the 
Univerſe, and with the Actings of our own Minds, all of them concurring to evince an 
immaterial Agency not barely poſſible, but actually to exiſt, and that with much more 
Propriety, than a material one is ſaid to do ſo. In Truth, we do and can know ſo 
little of Effects, and ſo much leſs of Cauſes, that we ought not to be over-forward in 
our Aſſertions. And as every Day opens a new Field of Enquiry, a new Scene of 
Wonders, it is not at all improbable but we may hereafter meet with a Variety of Ob- 
ſervations, that ſhall prove, beyond a Poſſibility of Doubt, that very immaterial Agency, 
which modern Diſcoveries already lead us to admit in the Solution of many remarkable 
Phænomena. | 5 1 
However, not to content ourſelves with theſe Solutions, let us further ſuppoſe it 
never ſo much ſettled, that certain Effects ſhall follow, in due Connexion, from certain 


gain with Wind! (which, by the Way, is not always true) yet I ſee not, how ſuch a Sup- 
poſition could afford an Argument againſt the Almighty's introducing ſuch Cauſes into 


tion, we are contending for. Indeed, could it be ſhewn, that the preventive Influences 
of Almighty God would require Him to produce by material Means, what they could 
not produce, at leaſt in ſome Caſes ; (which abſurdly changes a diſtant Danger into an 
actual Evil, and ſo makes that capable of being prevented, which is not ſo) or were it 
apprehended, that the Divine Intervention would for ever ſuperſede or deſtroy thoſe 
Effects, which we generally obſerve in the material Movements of this Univerſe, when 
He only ſuſpends or counteracts them for a While in their Efficacy; there might then be 
ſome Colour for ſuſpecting, that the Syſtem of Nature ran a Hazard of being inverted 
upon admitting the Divine Controul. But as the Caſe is here ſtated, nothing of this 
Kind can be apprehended. We only deſire it to be granted, that God is full as able as 
vurſelves, to uſe material Inſtruments, ready prepared to His Hands, in order to effect 
the high Purpoſes of His Wiſdom. And it is very certain, that ſuch a Conceſſion, 


juſt as fixed, as it is ſuppoſed to be, nay, is itſelf conformable to it. It matters not 
bow far backward we carry the Connexion of Cauſes and Effects. There is certainly a 
Point, where every Requiſite to produce an Effect in the regular Courſe of Things does 
actually exiſt, and there we aſſert it poſſible for the Supreme Being to operate, ſince we, 
it 1s plain, are capable of doing ſo in a thouſand Caſes, We might carry the Argu- 
ment a great deal further, from the Nature of connected Movement; but all we would 
contend for here, is a Poſſibility of the Divine Interpoſition in ſome one Stage of the 
material Progreſs, which we conceive very intelligible not only, but to contain beſides 
nothing contradictious to Nature. 

We may venture to draw nearer ſtill to the Objection, and argue againſt it even upon 
the Suppoſition, that all the Movements obſervable in the Univerſe were linked toge- 
ther in a perpetual undivided Round. For, as this looks like a Plan formed by the 
Supreme Being, to render His own continual or occaſional Interpoſition leſs neceſſary, 
t Job xxxvii. FH Pſ. exxxv. 7. 


* 


- 
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1 hope, it will not ſeem an unreaſonable (T ſhould fay, it is a neceſſary) Appendage of 
ſuch a Scheme, to imagine, that proper Proviſions were therein made by infinite Wiſ 
dom and Goodneſs for every intrinſick or occaſional Inconvenience, that was foreſeen, 
would enſue, as the Syſtem came to take Place. And though it undoubtedly is, anq 
for ever will be, impoſſible, for ſhort-ſighted Mortals, that have but a very ſmall Part 
of the Whole before them, to account, or even to comprehend, how this' could be 
brought about ; yet this is certain, that there is nothing contradictious, or unworthy of 
the Creator, wrapt up in the Thought, and that, were it admitted, the Inducements to 
Confidence, with Reſpect to what is to come, and the Obligations to Gratitude with 
Regard to what is paſt, could not but gain great Strength, and affect very powerfully, 
as in this Light the Proviſions made would appear in every Caſe the ſame, in Effect, 
with an actual Interpoſition, and æquipollent to it. 


what paſſes in the Planetary Syſtem, through Means of the centripetal and centrifugal 


Forces, or to conſider, how kindly the Elafticity of Matter reſtores loft Motion in the | 


Univerſe. For, as the Care ſhewn in theſe Inſtances by the Almighty Creator to pro- 
vide for ſome Inconveniences once for all; ſhews the Suppoſition we argue upon, to be 
at leaſt in Part founded in Nature; ſo at the ſame Time does it lead us to infer, that if 


the material Syſtem be a Whole, a like Care cannot but have been extended likewiſe to 


every other Caſe, where ſimilar Inconveniences could be apprehended. This, I own, 
goes all upon Suppoſition : But it is enough to ſhew, that the Suppoſition, we argue 
upon, is neither an unreaſonable, nor an abſolutely improbable Suppoſition ; and that, 
if admitted, though only for Argument's Sake, it will clearly evince the Poſſibility of 
the Divine Interpoſition, even in a fixed and ſtated Courſe and Connexion of Things. 

In fine, ſhould every Thing here advanced prove yet too weak, and the preventive 
Influences of the Good Creator be deemed irreconcileable with a ſtated Courſe of 
Things, notwithſtanding any of the above Solutions, let it be remembered, that they, 
who are concerned in the Queſtion, are rational, intelligent Creatures, whoſe Minds are | 


open to Impreſſions, and therefore capable of being wrought upon either by the Ab 


mighty's immediate Influence, or in ſuch other Methods, as He may chuſe to employ 
for their Preſervation. This Obſervation, which was urged before in Proof of the Di- 
vine Power over Man, gives large Scope to the Almighty's Operations, ſo as alone 
to take off all the Edge of the Objection, we are here obviating. 
Things as immoveably fixed, as ſome would have us think it to be; yet, ſuch Influence 


on Mens Minds being once admitted, there is Evidence more than enough to convince} 
us of the Poſſibility of the Divine Interpoſition in behalf of his Creatures, without any | 
Injury or the very ſmalleſt Interruption to the eſtabliſhed Laws, or the preſent Conſtitu- 


tion of Things. And I cannot help thinking, that the Mariner in particular muſt needs 


be greatly diſpoſed to admit this aſſigned Agency of the Supreme Being as a Fact, when 


he recollects, how many Perſons have been obſerved to reſolve on a Voyage at a fixed 
Time, and yet to have changed their Intentions by Reaſon of a happy Thought raiſed 
in their Minds, they knew not how, or by the unexpected Perſuaſions of their Friends, 
or by ſome ſeaſonable Incidents in the very Courſe of Things; through which merciful 
Expedients they have been preſerved from thoſe Diſaſters, to which others, for Want of 
the like favourable Providences, have been ſubje&ed. I am not ignorant, that ſome 


Men there are, who chuſe to call theſe ſaving Methods by the admired Appellations of! 


Chance, or good Fortune: But I would adviſe ſuch Perſons to guard againſt Decep- 


Nor 1s there Reaſon to fear, this | 
ſhould be deemed a romantick Device by any one, who will be pleaſed to attend to 
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F tions in this Matter, and ſeriouſly to try, whether they can perſuade theniſelves, that 
bare Notions, Names, or Sounds, are capable of producing Wonders, thought above 
the Power of an All- powerful Being to effect; or, that it is more rational and intelli- 
4 gible to aver, that an Event happens, we know not how, or, what is truly meant, that 
it is produced by nothing, than to ſay, that it is the Effect of a ſupreme, intelligent, 
ever-active, and beneficent Cauſe. _, | 
And now I hope, it will be allowed, that there are many different Ways, in which 
the Almighty's Interpoſition in Favour of his Creatures may be evinced poſſible, and 
yery conſiſtent with the ſtated Courſe of Things ; and that the Mariner accordingly has 
much Reaſon to be thoroughly convinced, that what he was led to deduce from the 
infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, is an undoubted Truth, and clear of any ſolid 
Objection. Let me add, that it is a Truth, ſo much the more worthy of being re- 
ceived, as the concurrent Voice of a long and well atteſted Experience, together with 
the additional Authority of the Holy Scriptures, come in to ſupport it by their unqueſ- 
tionable Verdict. T4 
For, as our Knowledge of paſt Ages informs us, that the Evils incident to a Sea- 
faring Life, have neither univerſally nor perpetually been felt under the ſame Circum- 
ſtances, as they muſt have been, did they ariſe from either fixed or looſe, but indepen- 
dent Powers : So does it likewiſe teach us, that theſe Misfortunes have often befallen 


hy Men at Times, and for Reaſons, which readily account for ſo ſevere a Diſpenſation. 
1 And ſtill more particularly does it acquaint us, that theſe Occurrences have frequently 
1 been attended with very favourable Diſtinctions, nay, even with miraculous Preſervations 
* of ſome amidſt thoſe Horrors, to which others fell a Victim. All this, I ſay, Expe- 


nence evinces; and theſe I take to be irrefragable Inſtances, neither of fixed and unva- 
riable, nor of looſe and wndiftinguiſhed Movements, but of the Subjection of Nature to 
an intelligent Sway. | 


And whilſt common Obſervation affords us ſuch clear Evidences of a wiſe and ſu- 


200 preme Direction in theſe Events, the Scriptures have favoured us with the following 
a1. Aſſertions, all of them tending to eſtabliſh theſe Notions beyond all manner of Doubt. 
y Thus with regard to the Things engendered in the Heavens above, we are peremp- 


torily told, that God is the Author ®, the ſole Author of Lightning” ; which He makes *; 
which He ſends out“; which He caſteth forth *; which He cauſeth to ſhine ; which 


9 e ſpreads upon the Cloud ® ; which He directs under the whole Heaven © ; to the very 
nce Ends of the Earth *; in the Way, He has made for it?; which He diſpenſes in Mercy 


to bring on refreſhing Showers ; or uſes to make Himſelf to be dreaded * ; or darts 


we as Arrows * to diſcomfit His Enemies i, as happened to the Egyprians ®, and 
others !. | 


itu- ' a i 5 | TINT 
eds | The Lightning, ſay the Scriptures u, is the Lightning of the Thunder, as aſter 
hen MW chat this roareth ®. No Wonder therefore, if the ſcriptural Declarations concerning the 
xd Ml 7 unaer ſhould be full as direct as thoſe, that relate to the Lightning. No Wonder, if 
iſed MY VE be told, that the Thunder is God's Work »; His peculiar Work * ; which no Man 
nds, | | Can 
ciful | 8 

nt of Pf. xcvii. 4: Job xxxvi.. 3. Job xxxviii. 3. Pf. cxxxv, 7. Jerem 2, 13. Y 2 Sam, 
ſome X11. 15. 2 Pf, cxliv. 6. A Job xxxvii. 15. Job xxxvi. 30. Job xxxvii. 3, P. xcvii. 4. 
2 Luke xvii. 24. * Job xxviii. 26. 7 b. cxxxvii. 7. Zech. x. 1. s Exod. xix. 16. xx. 18, 
ns off Pf. lexvii. 19. Pf. xcvii. 4. h Pf, Ixxvii. 17. cxliv, 6. I Pf, cxliv. 6. k Pf, Ixxvii. 19. 


Hxvii. 48. 2 Sam. xxü. 15. m Job xxviii. 26. XXxviii. 25. n Job xxxvii. 4. 9 Job xxvi. 14. 
Job xl. . EI | | N. 55 


— — 


S 


— 
n ** — nov 0 
eee LONG” e Mo 
- = PR « : * I = p — — 
ES : 
—— 


Sas 


75 
Kip 
4 
? +8 
* 
4 
70 
* 
4 1 : 
4 v 
: - 
LY 
: Fg 
: 
* 25 „ 
* 7 
4 x 
4 3: 3.8 
re : 
96,4 
* = 
#4; 34 
4 
wv 
- : 
1% 
»3.# i} 
4% $ 
1 
1 
\ * 
BY a 
z * 
# 14 
1 
1 
* 4 
Io ? 
. 
1 i 
11 
F 
* 
* 
1 
* 
4 W 
: s 1% 
it 
4 
I 7 
* ö 
* 
* 
ws 
ral 
163 
104 
; 1 
> 
FE & 
4 
. 
0 
015 
* 
* 
U 


— 
2 — —— AA wt” —— — — — 


1, Ii. xxx. 23. 


1161 


can underſtand a, or equal :; His Strength * ; an Evidence of His Power t, and of His 


Majeſty *; the Sound, that goeth out of His Mouth“; His Speech * ; His Voice, 
and the Voice of His Excellency” ; which He directs under the whole Heaven *; which 
He ſends out upon the Waters *, to raiſe , or rebuke them © ; and upon the Trees, to 
ſhake and to break them *; which He makes to be heard, to create Fear and Terror in 
the Hearts of Men* ; and which He threatens to uſe *, to break his Enemies in Pieces* , 
as the Egyptians , the Philiſtines *, and others *, woefully experienced. 

In like Manner we are told not only, that on extraordinary Occaſions God forms 
fiery Meteors, and ſends them down from Heaven, but that they come. out of his 
Mouth, and are kindled there“, and go before Him =, to fulfil his Word“; ſome- 
times to give Proofs of His glorious Preſence *, or of His kind Diſpoſitions towards e, 
and effectual Protection of His Servants ; but oftner to make good his Threats *, in 


the Deſtruction of the Wicked *. 


Deep calleth unto Deep at the Noiſe of God's Vater gqpouts, ſays the Royal Pro- 
phet * ; but whether it be the Clouds, that are here ſtiled J/ater-ſpouts or Gutters, as they 
are elſewhere = called the Bottles of Heaven; or whether becauſe of their Noiſe we 
ſhould underſtand by this Word a ſudden and impetuous Fall of Waters; this is not 


certainly to be determined. However, when we recolle& that it is ſaid, that God is | 


the Father of Rain », great as well as ſmall * ; the peculiar Author of it in Excluſion 
of every thing elſe r, ſo as that it becomes a clear Evidence of His Greatneſs * ; that 
He has made a Decree for it *, and a Water-courſe for Inundations “; that from His 
Chambers He watereth the Hills ©, and the Earth“, ſo as to weary the thick Clouds“; 


that every Land, that drinketh Water (for ſome do not ,) God careth for, and His 


Eyes are always upon it, from the Beginning of the Year to the End of it“; and ill 
more particularly, that God cauſes the Vapours to aſcend from the Ends of the Earth“; 
and binds them up in His thick Clouds *; of which He makes not only the Balancings *, 
but over which He exerciſes ſo unlimited a Sway, as that the Doors, or Windows, or 


Flood. gates of Heaven are by Him ſhut up, or opened =, at Will *, without being 
confined to Time or Place e; I ſay, when we revolve theſe Things in our Minds 


with due Attention, and conſider beſides thoſe ſolemn Promiſes , and that kind 4 Uſe 
of fruitful and refreſhing Showers on one Hand, and thoſe ſevere Threats *, or ſeverer 
Infliction of the Want of ſuch *, or of the Over-abundance of haſty and deſtructive 
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Rains * on the other, both which are reſpectively aſcribed to God, and very compre- 
henſively in that Saying of Jab's, that the Clouds „ are turned about by His Counſels, to 
do whatſoever He commandeth them upon the Face of the World in the Earth, whether 
for Correction, or for Mercy; we muſt needs be convinced by theſe many Evidences, 
that it is the Intention of the ſacred Writers, in theſe and ſuch like Aſſertions, to ſet forth 
God's abſolute Command over the Waters of Heaven. 

Waters congealed to a certain Degree conſtitute the Snow, to a greater, turn into 
Hail, and both are what they are by the Breath of God, according to the Scriptures *; 
which tell us beſides, that of both God has by Him large Store, unknown and unſeen 
to Man” ; that both are ever ready to fulfil His Word * ; that at His Command * both \ * | 
are ſent and return“; and that both are ſubjected co His: peculiar Direction, ſo as to | 14 
keep clear from injuring any e, but His Enemies, on whom He has often 4 poured out j * 
this great Inſtrument of His Vengeance *© in largeſt Meaſure. 79 5 

Snow and Hail are often attended with Minds, though theſe as often blow without 
them. Whether ſingle or together, it is no leſs true of theſe, than of thoſe, that God 


7 1s the Author and Director of them, as has already been made evident by Scripture 

WH [<ftimonies, when we ſpoke of them under our former Argument. Only here I muſt 

t mention a few Particulars reſerved for this Place, and which our ſacred Records acquaint 

; WHT 5 with, viz. that God gathers the Winds in His Fiſt * ; that He ſends them *, brings 

N them on i, urges them forward i, and raiſes them into Storms and Tempeſts “, His 

t Storms and Tempeſts, as they are called '; which, however, He governs with an abſo- 

18 lute Sway , turning“, ſcattering e, removing ®, ſtaying ?, and calming them at Will 93 

3 they, in all Caſes, ſubmitting to His Command and fulfilling His Word *, as His trulty 

1s Meſſengers * ; ſometimes to convey ſeaſonable Mercies * ; at other Times to furniſh no 

ll es ſeaſonable Warnings through the Diſplay of God's glorious Power and Majeſty *, 

bk, tus becoming the happy Inſtruments of Mens Converſion 7 ; and ſometimes to inflict | + 
& lyere Puniſhments of different Kinds , and among others that of the Deſtruction of + 
or tne Ships of the Sea *. | |, 3 
ns The Idea of a Storm, when we are ſpeaking of a Sea-Life (notwithſtanding the Salt i, 
ils n Dead Sea proves an Exception) naturally connects with it that of a troubled Ocean; 1 
ſe Sea, incapable of Reſt, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt *. And though the 1 
rer Mariner cannot but reap great Comfort from thoſe very explicit Declarations, we have 11 
ive ready recited out of the Scriptures concerning the Almighty's ſupreme Dominion 1 
uns wer this Element; yet, muſt it needs add much to his Satisfaction, to be till further 

Job i #ured in the ſame infallible Way, that it is God, who covereth the Sea with Clouds ©; 
i. 7. | fel Tre | 15 Who 

i. 0. | | | | | bv, 
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who moves its Waves“; who raiſes them by His Wind * ; or His Thunder; and ga- 


thers them into an Heap ?. And though in ſuch a Situation Men naturally fear *, ang 
cry out ©, and are at their Wits-End é, yet, unleſs they be God's Enemies in Thought 
and evil Works !, they have no Reaſon to fear“; becauſe, be the Waves and their 
Noiſe never ſo mighty, yet is the Lord mightier than they“; as it is He, that ruleth 
their Raging; that has His Way in ?, and treadeth upon them 4; that ſets them tlicir 
Bounds, beyond which they cannot pals © ; that rebukes them, when they roar *, that 
divides and ſmites through their Pride © ; that makes them to go back * ; that quiets 
them “; that ſtills their Noiſe* ; and calms them, even when at the higheſt y, and 
Men juſt periſhing * ; affording us herein an Evidence, how much the Sea is at His ab- 
ſolute Command , how truly. the Ocean is ſaid to diſplay His wonderful Works d, and 
how unqueſtionable it is, that, He does, what He. pleaſes, in the Sea, and in all deep 
Places ©, | | | 
If the Scriptures have not favoured us with explicit Declarations with reſpect to thoſe 
other Dangers, we had Occaſion to mention above; they. have, however, furniſhed us 
with ſome, Particulars, . from which the Mariner has abundant Reaſon to infer, that he 


cannot but be as fully ſecured by the Divine Protection againſt theſe, as againſt thoſe 


hitherto conſidered. 1 
For, when they teach us, that there is not any Thing in the whole Compaſs of Be- 


ings, that is hid from His All-ſeeing Eye“, not even the Hearts of Men © : When 


again, they acquaint us, that God actually looks down upon, and attends to every Thing: 
When further they inform us, that God is every; where*, and preſent to every Thing“: 
When they go on to tell us, that God exerciſes an abſolute?, and irrefiſtible * Domi- 
Things animate i and inanimate *, whether in the Heavens above, or in the 

Earth, beneath, or. in the Sea, or in any deep Place, and very particularly over Mens 
Perſons 3 Hearts - Thoughts 4, Speech, Goings 75 and Actions eſpecially hurtful 
ones * : And when, in fine, they aſſert, that God not only knows *, and has determined 
before-hand every Event *, but that every Sort of Occurrence “, whether good or bad 7, 
whether pleaſing or diſtaſteful *, are ſo much the Effect of His own abſolute * Acting, 
e St | ha that 
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that none of them can take Place, without His Command we muſt needs be brought 


to think, that no Incident can be hid, or independent from, or irremediable to, or un- 
provided for by Almighty God, and conſequently, that it would be highly unreaſon- 
able to be diſtracted with doubtful Fears and Apprehenſions from any Kind of Danger, 
we may be expoſed to, ſo long as we are capable to put our whole Truſt in God, and 
to do every Thing elſe, by which we may obtain and ſecure His Favour. 

This, undoubtedly, carries us a great Way towards a full Aſſurance of Faith, though 
not ſo far, as when we are taught beſides, that how high ſoever God may be , and how 
mean and deſpicable ſoever the Things here below *, yet does God condeſcend * to bear 
Keſpect unto 5, and to take Care of them d. It is He, ſay the Scriptures, that up- 
holds all Things by the Word of His Power i and He, by whom all Things conſiſt “. 
It is He, that makes the Graſs to grow | ; that cloaths the Lilies of the Fields * 
that gives to every Seed his own Body *. It is He, that careth for every living Thing e, 
ind giveth Food to all Fleſh ?. It is He, who preſerves and extends His Kindneſs to 
the Fowls of the Air , (the Sparrow * and the Raven *,) to the Beaſts of, the Field e, 


and the Fiſhes of the Sea *. It is He, in fine, who is mindful of and tender to all Porte 


of Men without Diſtinction *, even from the Womb *, and during their Infancy ?, giv- 


ng them Life and Breath and all Things „ making his Sun to ſhine upon them, af-- 
ſrding them Rain and fruitful Seaſons *, ſupplying them with Food « and Raiment *, : 
nd pondering their Goings . Theſe are thole Declarations, which, I ventured to ſay, 
ould not but greatly ſtrengthen. and increaſe our Confidence in God; and I think, they 
nuſt be allowed to have that Force, if duly conſidered. For to argue with our Saviour, 
f God deems it not below His Dignity to care for ſenſeleſs Matter, to cloath the Graſs 
if the Field, and to provide for the Sultenance, and Well-being, and Continuance of 
il Animals, can we fancy, there is any Caſe, in which He would not afford Men His 
ind Afiſtance and Protection, ſo it be conſiſtent with His infinite Wiſdom ? Surely,. 
are better than the Graſs of the Field, and of greater Value than many Spar- 
vis t: Surely, the Body is more than Raiment, and the Life more than Meat d. And: 
terefore we may certainly depend upon having this further Bleſſing of Security added 
b thoſe, we already enjoy, if careful to ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and His. 
lighteouſneſs i. | 
The Wicked, indeed, are far from Safety * : They are filled with Miſchief i: And ſel. 
im eſcape from one Danger without falling into another 5, till they are quite con- 
med ®, But it is not ſo with good and virtuous Men, Though: | in the preſent. con- 
uſed State of Things, even they. cannot expect to keep clear from all Hazards, and 
ay unhappily find themſelves expoſed to very great ones, and many in Number, yet 
ne they Reaſon to comfort themſelves with the pleaſing Thoughts and ſure Hopes, 
kt no Evil ſhall: touch them ® without Leave, or otherwiſe, than for their greater Good. 


For, 


3 and 


METS ili. 37. Mark x. 30. Pf. exxrviii. 6. © Bf, viii 4, exlir. 3. Dan. iv. NN 
ll exiii, 6. b Pf. cxxxviii. 6. Þ 1 Pet. v. 7; * Heb. i. 3. Coloſſ. i. 1 1 Pf. civ. 14. 
Matth. vi. 28, ſeqq ® 1 Cor. xv. 38. o Gen, vi. 19, Pf. cxxxvi.. 25. cxlv. 16. Matth. 
20, Matth. x. 29, Pf. cxlvii. 9. Luke xii. 4. Job xxxix. 2; Pf, I. 10. civ. 21. 
TH Ih, 1 Cor. ix. 9. » Pf. civ. 7. Pi. xxxiv. 15. 1 Pet. iii. 12. * Pf. xxii. 


10. 

exxxix. 15, 16. 7 Pf. viii. 2. Jonah iv. 11. Acts xvii. . Matth. v. 45. 
. ay, 1 * £2 Kings xvii. 4, 9. Pf. exlvi. 7. 4 Matt. vi. 30. Prov. V. 23. 7 Mal. 
1 Matt. x. 31. Luke xii. 24. Þ Matt. vi. 25. i Matt, vi. 33 „ Job.v. 4. Prov. 


1 Prov. xxi. 21. * Job xx. 24, Iſai, xv. 9. Amos v. 19. Job xx, 26. Job v. 19. | 
xvii, 24, Prov. xii. 21. Xxiv. 16. | 


* 


n * . * 23 
2 — pe AF. — s 


- 1 - F = = - 
2 —— * 2 9 
T AX l — — - — wed 
Pp EST 2 — : — N 
oy 22 — - — = 
— ; = — = — 8 — — 
ada pores l . : 
” * * 1 4 hf — — - 7 - — Þ — 
2 3 * * _ — < 8 — — 
_— * 1 = 5 Ki + —— = * — p a ” * APY huts 2 3 = * . — 
_— * N n * 2 . 2 — r 2 "IM . — oth 
. k = _ * 0 . — 2 —— - — 5 SE. x 
1 1 fi — . 2 * 4 L _ > * y — 2 a 3 = — 
1 ym —— 4 - hat a A A ” — - 5 — - 1 nz 1 =_ 
" 2 2 —— . 4 - — — * * - = 1 Erg — 5 . — —— — — 
2 — 1 0 p — = 2 * — — — — N 2 7 8 ; 
_— p * N —— * . : , — . £ — - * — — r 7 - 2 = 
- . — — * _ 5 A 4 — i - = — = — —— 5 RO. .. 2 
8 — 2 — — . - * — — — 1 E 1 — wont 5 —— MC n * = 500 * . — TS. "=; *... A * . . 
. by * — * * » 4% a _ N — 2 . - 3 * — - * 2 1 2 «5 * 4 — 
: Fes — , . £ wy beds: IL trot — — ——. — : b .. 4 . * - — 2 : 2 — * —_ > a 
— : = h . = . — DS 7 mo ge Hs — : — — 
— — — - * =_ry « : 5 46 ys . 8 as — waz HOT a> 4 3 * = — 9 ——— 2 — — FE » — i 
RG — — — * 4 25 * * J 2 . . A; * — — — 4L- — —— 0 S * 
> N co * . — - — . — — — 
— : . "= is Af 2 — 4 - — 4 < " l "EG —— - — — 0 q CY £ 
wok Ho, fe r 22 ; : z — FM —— — A 2 £5 as ” - - — 5 3 1 
: 2322 N 3 ——— ao X ü 28 2 oy ALES — % 2 _ , 
x * 2 — X © 8 - A 52 2 — L * 1 
= — 1 — 5 221 k |S 2 ed n * : * 5 59 ; Y — 1 bn, _ — 
— — — 1 4 _—_— — E — 2 . 2 = £ 5 N 4 TS — — - = 2 þ a * 8 
r — in — — - * 2 Su I . ——— " = 3 * 
27 pr 2 * 2 - - — 
1 : "5 4 ao. © 2 23252 ER. AX - - - : - © X Z 
. . — = Pp 
— 2 
= S . 
. 4 — 1 L 
= 3 Z : 
1 =; — * 2 * 


* — (RS... 
— — 8 * r . es 1 
2 4 $- «ach ” s = - - 
2 3 . — — ene - * 2 
8 - wt 7/5 * => 3 P - : - 


20 
For, to add but this one Conſideration more, in order to confirm the Whole, and effec- 
tually to diſpel every remaining Apprehenſion ; it is Perſons of this happy Turn of 
Mind, we are told, God has Reſpect unto ?, as their kind and affectionate Father «, 
loving *, honouring *, and ſetting His Heart upoh them * ; carrying them as a Signet, 
engraved on the Palms of His Hands *; giving Heed to *, looking “, and fixing His 
Eyes upon them; thinking =, and being mindful of ', and never forgetting them e; 
ever diſplaying the Light of His Countenance upon“, and extending His Loving-kindneſs 
unto them e. Alt is ſuch, we find, God is not only well affected, but forward to do good 
to f, particularly in caring for s, and keeping them as the Apple of His Eye d. He is 
not far off, but at Hand *, nigh unto ', and with them =, even at their Right Hands. 
He hides them in His Pavilion e, in the Secret of His Tabernacle “, in the Secret of 
His Preſence a, with * and in the Shadow of His Hand. He flutters over them, as an 
Eagle over her Young *, to cover them with His Feathers ", and under the Shadow of 
His Wings v. He has them always in His Hand *, or carries them in His Arms, and 
bears them in His Boſom, as a nurſing Father does the ſuckling Child *, or as a Man 
does his Son d. He lays His Hands upon them for Good e, gives them Power to go «, 
adds what they may want *, and bears them up * with His Hands, His Right Hand“. 
He takes Knowledge of their Way *; guides them with His Eye *, directs their Steps“; 
holds them ® by their Hande, their Right Hand e, and leads them“ even in the utter- 
moſt Parts of the Sea 2. He goes with * and before them *, to preſerve their Ways, 
continually , Night and Day “, covering them all the Day long *, ſuſtaining them 
When aleep?, never lumbering nor ſleeping Himſelf “, but ever waking for * and watch- 
ing over them *. He proſpers their Goings e, not ſuffering them to be hurt, by any 
Kind of Evile, whether from Weapons *, or Heat *, or Fire d, or Rain, or Waters *, 
or Storms , but guarding them propitiouſly againſt every Danger, either by placing 
them under the Care of Angels », thoſe mighty Watchers, and making uſe of other 
Means for their Security *, or without Means ?, Himſelf compaſſing them round about i, 
as with an Hedge , or Shield *, to defend their whole Perſons *, their Head *, and even 
the Hairs of it “ their Bones“, their Feet , their Soul *, in ſhort to keep them“ whi- 
: therſoever 
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therſoever they may direct their Steps », as well going out as coming in e; thus making 
it appear, that He never caſteth away the Righteous e, that He never turns from e, 
that He never leaves , nor forſakes them :, but is always ready and ſtudious ® to do, 
whatever may ſtrengthen their Hearts , give them Quiet *, cauſe them to dwell in 
Safety i, eſtabliſh them before Him =, ſet them upon a Rock, and make them as it 
were a fenced brazen Wall ®, proof againſt all Impreſſions. In a Word, God is the 
Light * of the Virtuous, their Surety for Good *, their Stay *, the Strength of their 
Life *, their Keeper, their Preſerver *, their Refuge », their Shade *, their Wall v, 
their high Place *, their Fortreſs a, their Strong-Hold *, their Rock ©, One, on whom 
they may ſafely ſo caſt all their Care“, and ſo fully truſt in , lean , and reſt upon e, 
as to diſcard every Kind of Fear, every Sort of Apprehenſion d. 

One would think Words could not well expreſs the Almighty's extenſive Care and un- 
exampled Tenderneſs towards good Men, more fully or more affectingly, than thoſe 
now recited : And, if a Conſideration of this Kind may juſtly be turned into a Motive 
of Confidence in every Caſe of Need, it ſhould ſeem, the Mariner in particular could 
not but allow the Incentive irreſiſtible, and the Duty indiſpenſable in thoſe particular 


Concerns of his, we have been conſidering, and this as well in Point of Gratitude as 
lntereſt. 724 5 


have carried the Argument. For, if the Almighty's kind Diſpoſitions towards the Vir- 


1 tuous are thus fully aſcertained, and we are convinced beſides, that the Reaſonings and 
” deripture-Evidences, alledged under this Head, do amicably conſpire to prove God's 
y univerſal, abſolute, and irreſiſtible Dominion over all Nature; it muſt be allowed to 
: follow, that God is both capable and willing to remedy and prevent every Inconve- 
8 nience, they that truſt in Him, may be expoſed to: And what further Security the Ma- 
er iner can require againſt the Uncertainties and Dangers of his Condition, it is not eaſy to 
> Wi cucks ar. | 

en 8 | EE 

f. III. Nay, it could not juſtly be thought a Stretch in the Way of Reaſoning, ſhould 
el we extend the above Inference even to the Misfortunes, the Mariner frequently labours 
"9. nder. For, ſurely, if the Divine Care muſt, according to the foregoing Proofs, be 
24. reputed neither queſtionable, nor bounded in any Caſe ; and his Power, in Virtue of the 
1 ame Proofs, muſt be allowed irreſiſtible in every Situation, or elſe in none; we might, 
_ With juſt Reaſon, inſiſt upon theſe Particulars, as undoubted Evidences of God's Incli- 
23. dation and Abilities to relieve the Mariner, (worthy of the Favour, as we always ſuppoſe 
20. iim) even in the moſt hopeleſs Circumſtance, he may happen to find himſelf in. : 
ho | However, not to leave any Thing untouched, that ſeems eſſential in this Matter, 
dom. nd to remove effectually the moſt plauſible Ground of Diffidence in the Caſe, I beg 
i. 9. Leave more directly to urge it, as a finiſhing Motive for the Mariner's entire Confidence 
5 4 n God, that he has all the Reaſon in the World to reſt intimately aſſured, that the 
27. | F Almighty's 
4 7 > Jol. i. 9. 2 Sam. viii. 6, 10. 1 Chr, xvii 6 Pl. cxxi. 8. 4 Job viii. 20. © Jerem. 
Lai. Axl. 40, f Jof, i. 5. Pf. xxvii. 9. 8 Pf. ix. 10. Iſai. xlix. 15. b 2 Chr. Xvi. 9. i PL. 

10. WII. 24. * Job xxxiv. 29. Deut. xxxiii. 12. * Pf. el. 28. * Pf. xxvii. v. * Jerem. 
u. 4. . 20. P Job xxix. iii. Pſ. xxvii. 1. 4 Pſ. exix. 122. r 2 Sam. xxii. 19g. Pf. xxvii. 1. 


l. r PL Ix. 9.  * FI. cxxi. 5. Y Zech. ii. 5. 
xi. 5. bi. bx, 9 a Pf. xviii. 1. d Nah. 1. 7. e Pf, Ixxi. 3. 61 Pet. v. 7. e Pf, xxxiv. 22. 
Micah iii, 11. 1 2 Chr. xiv. 11. PI. xxiii, 4. Matt. x. 31. Acts xviii, 9, 10, 


can foreſee no Objection, that may be made to this Inference, at leaſt ſo far, as we 


[ 22 } 
Almighty's Operations can, and they only, reach to the full Extent of his Wants in 
this Reſpect. | | : 3 
Indeed, without ſuch a Belief, and without ſuch a mighty Protection, the Mariner's 
Condition, when he unfortunately finds himſelf under 'any of thoſe various Diſaſters, 
that are frequently wont to befal him at Sea, muſt of all others appear the moſt deſpe. 
rate and irremediable. | 


For what mere natural Means can he rely on for ſure and ſpeedy Relief ; when, for | 
Inſtance, by ſome Accident or other he is hurled into the Sea, obliged, perhaps, by an | 
untoward Concurrence of fatal Circumſtances to ſtruggle with the Waves not only, by: | 
with the oppreſſive Weight beſides of thoſe very Implements, on which his Safety de. | 
for in an ordinary Way, when far diſtant from 
the friendly Shore, and in the Midſt of the immeaſurable Ocean, he finds the Veſſel, 
that carries him, filling without Remedy, and no other at Hand to retire to? Whar, | 
when, though enabled to avoid being affected by his Ship's Foundring, he is forced to 
venture into a leſs Fabrick, oft without the Requiſites of Navigation, and oft without | 
the Neceſſaries of Life? What, when, on the Stranding of his Veſſel, he has no other 
Choice, but to betake himſelf for Safety to its Shrouds or Yards, or any other its moſt | 
_ exalted Part? And what, when by ſuffering Shipwreck he is ſent floating on a Plank 
whitherſoever the Waves ſhall carry him, caſt, perhaps, on ſome favage Coaſt or un. 


pends ? What, again, can he hope 


inhabited Iſland ? * 3 ah 
In all theſe ſeveral Caſes the Courſe of Nature is ſo far from giving Room to hope 


for Succour from any Thing, that can be done by its Direction, that, on the contrary, if 
that alone be active, the Mariner's Ruin muſt ſeem certain and unavoidable ; becauſe 
its Tendency by being fixed to general Rules can terminate but one Way, whilſt the | 
wanted Relief requires it to operate in another and an oppoſite one, and this often ſo 


fuddenly, that nothing merely mechanical ſeems capable of effecting it. 


| Nay, even with reſpe& to the Aſſiſtance, which our Fellow-Creatures may ſeem 
willing to extend to us, when under any of the fore-mentioned Misfortunes ; thougi | 
their Actions and their Powers be not tied down to ſuch unalterable Laws, as thoſe of 
Matter and Motion are ſuppoſed to be; yet, when we recollect the Time and Place, Y 
when and where their Help is moſt needed, we cannot but own, that in ſuch a Situz-| 
tion there is not only infinite Odds againſt others being brought into the Way of ex- 
tending their Help to-us, but even where accidentally they are, their Abthties may be 
laid under as abſolute Reſtrictions, as if determined by Neceſſity: And confequently it 


muſt be granted, that without ſome extraordinary Change of Circumſtances, all Hopes 0: 
Succour from that Quarter, the moſt promiſing of the two, muſt yet be deemed 
groundleſs, and vaniſh upon Recollection. | 


What then remains under theſe Trials, capable of affording Relief, but the Almighty} 
Hand of God, which, as it formed at firft, and ever directs all Nature, in ſuch Man- 
ner, and to ſuch End, as ſeems beſt to His infmite Wiſdom, ſo is it able at all Time} 
and in all Places, in the moſt ſudden and the ſureſt Method, to chaſe away the moſt | 
unpromiſing Concomitants of the diſmalleſt Situation by His irreſiſtible Influence, as well WM 


on the animate as the inanimate Part of the Creation? 
This is, at laſt, what we muſt come to, to find a 


the diſmal Misfortunes, which a Sea-Life is expoſed to. And though it be too melar- 

choly a Truth, that from the ſeeming Improbabilities, too apt to impoſe upon 8. 

Underſtanding in this Affair, many in our Days, will be found as ready, Hy. 5 
| ; 3 
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old, (when God told him of his feeding the J/raelires with Fleſh for a Month) or as 
the Courtier (when Eliſba promiſed a ſudden Plenty to the famiſhed and beſieged Inha- 
bitants of Samaria *) either to queſtion, or to ſneer at the Power of God, extenſive as 
we here repreſent it; yet, ſhould it be duly conſidered, that any ſuppoſed Limitation 
in the Divine Actings, beyond what the Excellency of His Nature preſcribes, is not 
only inconſiſtent with the Supremacy and abſolute Perfection of the Great Creator, but 
more immediately repugnant to His Omnipreſence and Infinity, thoſe neceſſary Quali- 
fications of His Being, and would therefore in Conſequence of theſe Abſurdities leave 


us inevitably without God and without Hope in the World. We readily own, there 


are both moral and natural Impoſſibilities with God. He cannot deny himſelf , or 
lye v; neither can He make Things to be and not to be at the ſame Time. And the 
Reaſon is, becauſe theſe are Contradictions in themſelves, and Inſtances not of Power, 
but of Weakneſs, But, as to every other Caſe, in which no Oppoſition of that Kind is 
diſcoverable, God muſt be allowed able to do without Reſtriction every Thing, His 
infinite Wiſdom may dictate, and His Will refolve to execute, We are too apt to en- 


tertain ſcanty Notions of the Divine Capacities, and fooliſhly to meaſure them by the 


common Occurrences within our Knowledge and Abilities *: But this is the Work of 


Unbelief *, and an irrefragable Proof of Ignorance in one of the moſt effential Parts of 
the Knowledge, that reſpects the Deity ?. = 


With thoſe, who have any Regard left for the Word of God, theſe narrow Concep- 
tions of the Divine Power muſt appear ſtill more inexcuſable, ſince nothing can well be 
conceived in greater Oppoſition to its Declarations and general Doctrine, than the Diſ- 
belief of Divine Omnipotence, We have already produced many Scripture Evidences, - 


by which God's Dominion, over all Nature, is eſtabliſhed beyond all Manner of Queſ- 
tion, ſo as that, even were there no other Proofs, one might with Reaſon 1magine, theſe 


could not but lead us to entertain and profeſs the nobleſt Sentiments of this Divine Per- 


tection. But what ſhall we ſay, when we conſider the lofty Titles, with which the Sa- 


cred Writers dignify the Supreme Being; and obſerve withal, how grand a Deſcription 
they give us of His Power? They call Him Great 4, Strong *, Terrible, Mighty *, 


Almighty e, the Power “, the Majeſty on High * : And they tell us not barely that He 
is able both to help and to caſt down ?, both to ſave and to deſtroy , and in all Cafes 


to do exceeding abundantly above what we think *, ſo as to make all Grace abound to- 


wards us, that we may have all Sufficiency in all Things“; but with ſtill greater Peculi- 
arity acquaint us, that in His Hand is Power and Might * ; that He is girded with Power“, 


with mighty Power *, with exceeding great Power!, with Might, with Strength, 
cloathed with Majeſty and Honour i; that His Arm *, or Hand, is ſo Mighty ' and 
Strong ®, that it is not like the Arm of the Fleſh *, ever too ſhort ?, or limited either 


as.to Place or Things 5, but able to purſue its Reſolves, with or without Means“, at 
the Word of Command *, nothing ever proving too hard *, nothing impoſſible to Him 


to 
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to effect a, nothing capable either to oppoſe “, or to change His Actings , however 
In a Word, they repreſent God, as one ex- 
cellent in Power“, fruitful in Wonders“; and whilſt they caution us of the Folly to 
attempt to find Him out unto Perfection d, they teach us to acknowledge, that to Him 
belongeth, as His Peculiar ©, all Greatneſs and Majefty *, all Wiſdom and Might ee, all 


Power and Dominjon *, all Glory and Strength *: And then to make theſe great Truths 


find the more ready Admittance with us, they moſt condeſcendingly direct us to the Divine 


and Spiritual Nature * of the Supreme Being, as one Ground, on which+they-reſt; and 


to the clear Inſtances of Divine Lower in the firſt Rife ?; firm Eſtabliſhment , and con- 
tinued Rule of Things !, as another. | 12 


Were the unbounded Extent of the Divine Power leſs plain than theſe Evidences 


make it, we ſhould have been obliged however to have entertained full as large a No- 
tion of it, in order to account for thoſe very explicit Declarations of Holy Writ, whereby 
the Certainty of the Divine Aſſiſtance in the moſt dangerous Situation is not only at- 
ſerted, but all Hopes of Relief confined to that, and that only. Undoubtedly nothing, 
but a full Conviction of the wide and unlimited Reach of the Almighty's Power could 
have led the ſacred Penmen to aſſure us, that God worketh Salvation in the Midſt of 


the Earth *; that He peculiarly-proves à Strong-Hold , a preſent Help *, the Safety ?, 
of the Meek * and Upright in Heart *, of the Righteous * and thoſe, that fear Him, 
and truſt * and hope in His Mercy *; whom His Eyes are fixed upon *; whom He 


knows” in Adverſity -; whom His Salvation is ever nigh unto -; whom He ſuffers not 


utterly to be caſt down *, but prevents with His tender Mercies «; ſending *, and 


ſtretching out His Hand from above * ard laying it upon them , to upholds, to raiſe *, 
and to bring them forth i out of a ſtraight into a broad Place“; ever employed in 
helping !, delivering ®, ſaving “, preſerving * and keeping them alive“; whether they 
be in Fears a, or Troubles ©, or Afflictions , or Adverſities *, or Diſtreſſes * ; nay, even 
in their greateſt Extremities “, when in the Midſt of Fire , or deep Waters “, without 
Strength, in the Confines of the Grave, and at the Gates of Death *. Theſe Things, 
I ſay, muſt appear like cunningly deviſed Fables<, without there be in the Deity a Power 


- commenſurate to theſe Effects; at the ſame Time that it is hardly poſſible to conceive, 


but upon the Suppoſition of ſuch an unlimited Power, how the ſame Writers ſhould 
have ventured.fti]] further to repreſent the Supreme Being, as the Deliverer *, the God, 
that reſcueth and delivereth *©, the Saviour, the God of Salvation *, the God, from 


whom Salvation cometh b, and to whom it belongeth ?, as ſo peculiar a Property *, that 


van 
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vain is the Help of Man ', and vain the Salvation, that is hoped for from any other 
Quarter vw. A ein N | 

The Truth is, theſe Sentiments were entertained, and theſe Declarations uttered by 
Perſons, who being admitted to look into the Glories of the Divine Excellencies far 
enough, to gain juſt and preciſe Conceptions of them, could not but be poſitive to a 
Degree beyond what an unenlightened Reaſon could ever have pretended to; and we, 
who are bleſſed with their Thoughts on theſe Subjects (the moſt abſtruſe of any, we 
can be converſant in) ought thankfully to admit their Deciſions, and carefully to endea- 
your to form our Notions after theirs. | 

I mean this particularly. with Reſpect to the Divine Power, which, if doubted of 
heretofore, ſhould be looked upon henceforward as proved, by the very beſt Evidence, 
both unlimited in Extent, and ready to be exerted in Favour of the Good on all needful 
Occaſions. And ſince it is juſt to allow, that what God has promiſed, he is able allo to 
perform , the above Points, though not in Need of Confirmation, muſt, however, be- 
come the more worthy of Admittance, when we find them ſupported by repeated At- 10 
ſurances of Favour, which the Almighty has been pleaſed in Mercy to vouchſafe at We! 
different Times. I muſt not ſuppoſe you ſo much unacquainted with the Scripture, or f 
to have peruſed that ſacred Book fo careleſsly, as not to know, that the Divine Pro- 


4 miſes of Relief in Caſes of Neceſſity make up both Pages of it; but beg Leave to re- 1 14 
ä mind you of that ſingular and appoſite Declaration, we meet with in the Prophet | | i 
. Jaiabe, where God is introduced, aſſuring His Servant Jacob, and in His Perſon, al! % | 
| others of the ſame Character, and in the ſame Relation to Him: When thou paſſeſt . 
through the Waters, I will be with thee, and through the Rivers they ſhall not overflow ' 1 
a tiee 3 when thou walkeſt through the Fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither {hall the 
y Fame kindle upon thee. Which gracious Promiſe: our Lord ſeems to have copied 
4 | ater, when he told his Diſciples,” that they, who ſhould take on in his Service, ſhould 
t among other diſtingutſhing Inſtances of Favour experience this remarkable one, that they 
J ſhould take up Serpents, and drink deadly Drink without Hurt. 1 1 
BY One may with Reaſon expect to be told on this Occaſion, that the Interpoſitions, BY. 
, here pleaded for, ſeem to be of the miraculous Kind, and that Miracles are not al- 1 
d ways to be expected: But neither do we aſſert the Contrary. All we want to be allowed = 
, 15 1S, that God's Hand cannot in any Caſe prove unequal to the Wants of it, nor His 1 
* faithfulneſs in fulfilling His Promiſes become doubtful. For this will ſuffice to con- '+ m8 
= vince any one, that, where Men are careful to ſhun as well Negligence as Preſumption, 16 0 
in by Coing every Thing, that may in Reafon be required of them in their Situation, and | 1 
where, after this, infinite Wiſdom ſhall deem their Preſervation to be for their real Good, * 48 
14. or the Manifeſtation of His Glory, or both, Salvation may be depended upon, as a 15 56 
* moſt certain, a moſt infallible Bleſſing, notwithſtanding the miraculous, or extraordinary "yt 
ay Nature of the wanted Relief, | 4 
job Thus we argue, and thus we teach. And no doubt, but that, under the Sanction of 1.4 Fl 
5 thoſe Principles, on which this Deduction is founded, we may be allowed finally to 1 16 
pl. appeal, in Support of our Doctrine, to thoſe many ſignal Proofs, God has been graciouſly — | 138 
77 pleaſed to vouchſafe, of the actual Exerciſe of His unbounded Power to thoſe beneficial 1 
15. Purpoſes, to which we are here aſſerting them capable of being applied. Wh 
16. Among theſe it is not needful to inſiſt upon the many very remarkable Deliverances, "al 11 
PL, vach common Tradition or our own Experience may have informed us to have been 0 . 
5 G granted wy. 
"Pf. Is, 11. Dan, iv, 35. 2 
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granted to Individuals, when Jabouring.,under one or other of thoſe Misfortunes, tha 
have beſore been ſpecified ; though there is no Reaſon, why ſuch Accounts ſhould no- 
be received, -when related by Men of Probity and Credit, But with Juſtice, and with. 
out Hazard of being gainſayed, we may urge. in Proof thoſe; expreſs! Teſtimonies 0. 
Holy Scripture, whereby God is declared to have interpoſed wonderfully in behalf 9 
his Servants, in Caſes. not leſs deſperate, than thoſe here mentioned, and in ſome th. 
very ſame with them. ig: 21; e 
Such a hopeleſs Situation was undoubtedly that of Hagar in the Wilderneſs 2 , th, 
of Fliſha fed by Ravens“; that of Feremiah in the Dungeon; that of Daniel in tha 
Lions Den *; that of Shadrach, Meſchach, and Abeduego in the fiery. Oven; and that 
many more beſides both under the Old and New Teſtament,. recorded like theſe to hiv. 
experienced the Goodneſs of God in their neceſſitous Circumſtances, when nothing el/. 
could poſſibly have relieved them. 


were drowned *; that allo of Fonah, received by a Fiſh, when: caſt into the Deep *, 
that beſides of St. Peter, caught and faved by our Lord, as he was finking ” ; tha: 


likewiſe of the Apoltles, preſerved by the. ſame Hand, when the Ship, that carricd | 
them, was ready to founder * ; and, finally, that of St. Paul, wonderfully ſurviving the 


Shipwreck, he had been enabled to foretel in, all its diſmal Circumſtances *. _ 

Thele are the Facts, we dare appeal to, for Proof, not of the poſſible; but of the rea! 
Exercile of God's Almighty Power in the moſt deſperate and moſt helpleſs Situation: And 
theſe, would we give them their proper, their intended Efficacy, ſhould: be admitted to 
furniſh the molt irreſiſtible Inducements to make God our Hope in all Caſes of Danger; 
even in thoſe, where nothing natural, nothing human, nothing beſides a divine and ſu- 

pernatural Interpoſition can relieve. | > aha „ 
Thus, it ſhould ſeem, the Doctrine of the Text were abundantly ſettled, and that 
Men, whoſe Profeſſions, by confining them to the Sea, expoſed them to ſuch manifold 
Uncertainties, to ſuch very imminent Dangers, and to ſuch very affecting Misfortunes, 


could not but rely on that God, who alone can proſper their Deſigns, and prevent or | 


ſave them under their Trials, ; 


Indeed, ſuch Confidence is fo clearly the Refult, in whatever Way we chuſe to carry : 


on the Argument, that there is very little Room to fear, any, that are willing to con- 


ſider the Matter attentively, and are inclined withal obſequiouſly to follow, where 
right Reaſon and the beſt Evidence are ready to lead them, ſhould, after this, have it 


in their Power or Inclination to continue - ſtil] in their Unbelief, with nothing but 
Doubtfulneſs and Diſtraction to reward their Obſtinacy. 

There is much greater Reaſon to apprehend, that this truly rational, this very bene- 
ficial, this moſt neceſſary Diſpoſition of Mind ſhould unfortunately degenerate into 


an ill grounded Security, through Inattention to thoſe Requiſites, that are to render 1t | 


acceptable to God, and in Virtue of which alone it can become uſeful to ourſelves. 


It ſhould ſeem, therefore, abſolutely needful, before we quit the Subject, to note here, | 
that the Exerciſe of that unbounded Power, God is poſſeſſed of, cannot be expected to 
take Place, but where Men are ſtudious to make themſelves worthy of its Protection. At 
all Times the Grant of ordinary, and much more of extraordinary Mercies, is a Matter o! 


Favour : And Favour will not be ſhewn, whilſt by an untoward Behaviour it is in Effect 

| s 7 | deſpiſed. 

1 Gen. xxi. 17, /q. t Dan, vi. 27, Dan. 
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5 Jer. xxxviii. 6, /g. 
Matt. xiv. 31. 


1 Kings xvii. 5, eg. 
* Jonah 1. 17. 


And till nearer to the Subject now before us, fu}, | 
was the Caſe of the Iſraelites walking through the Red Sea, whilſt Pharaoh and his Ht | 
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deſpiſed. Were it otherwiſe; were God's Bounties indiſcriminately beſtowed, there 
could be no Reaſon, but the Humour and Caprice of the Deity (vile Thought!) why 
any ſhould fall ſhort of them; nor could we, in ſuch Caſe, ſay what we mean by the 


” - 
— —— — — 


juſtice and Mercy of God; or make Amends to Virtue for the Loſs of that Support, 


which now it gathers from God's different Diſpenſations. 

To be plain, though there be no Merit in any Thing, we can do, there is however 
in every Caſe of Need a certain Fitneſs of Diſpoſition and Habit to be acquired by us, 
to make it poſſible and conſiſtent, for the infinitely wiſe and perfect God to ſuffer His 
Bounty to be active in due Meaſure, And this, I truſt, will juſtify me in ſaying here 
more explicitly, that they, who would place their Hope in God in a Manner not to be 
diſappointed, muſt be earneſt in acquiring a Principle of true Piety, and ſtudious to 
give it all the Influence in their Power on their Lives and Actions. To make it a di- 
ſtinguiſhing Part of the Conduct, to be looſe in Talk, diſſolute with regard to Oaths 
and Imprecations, addicted to Debauchery, or immerſed in Laſciviouſneſs ; This muſt 
be owned by much too inconſiſtent a Character in any Creature, that pretends to the 
Jeaſt Degree of Rationality, and by much too odious a one, to fit us for the Favour of 
a God, in Nature neceſſarily averſe to the very Appearance of Evil v. And may 1 not 
add, that a Conduct diſtained by ſuch groſs Irregularities would become worthy of till 
greater Blame in Sea-faring Perſons, who, it ſhould ſeem, ſhould rather outſhine 
others in the Brightneſs of a virtuous Practice, as they at leaſt cannot deny, but they 
walk continually on the Brink of Deſtruction, perhaps eternal as well as temporal, and 
ſtand, on that Score, perpetually in Need of a more than ordinary Aſſiſtance from Hea- 
ven to ſave them from ſo great Ruin? 

Let it then be ever remembered, that Virtue is the neceſſary Ground, on which our 
Hope 1s to be founded : And when we ſhall have endeavoured ſeriouſly to conform the 
Conduct to this Maxim, our next Care ſhould be to render our Confidence ſuch as it 
ought to be, by making it peculiar to the Deity, as well as complete in its Compoſition, 
and permanent as to Duration, We ſhould not ſhare it away among ſubordinate Means, 


as Worldlings are uſed to do; or among Angels and Saints, as Popery, much like Hea- 


theniſm of old, unchriſtianly adviſes: Neither ſhould we ſuffer it at any Time, for Want 


of due Weight, to be toſſed to and fro © by every Wave of Fear; or tamely reſign it to 


be wrecked , when Misfortunes flow in upon, and are ready to ſwallow us up. For, 
in all theſe Ways, there 1s a very manifeſt Repugnancy to the clear Light of our Rea- 
lon and the clearer Light of Revelation: And, upon mature Thought, there will ap- 
pear to be in every one of them ſo great a Deficiency beſides, that a Conduct lo cir- 


cumſtanced deſerves rather the Name of Diffidence, than that of a proper and well- N 


conditioned Truſt in God. ä 


And now, what can I do leſs, than adviſe, eſpecially them, that remain in the broad 
Sea, that they would lift up to the Great God, and to Him only, in every needful Si- 
tuation, holy Hands without Doubting e; convinced, that as with Him alone all Things 


are poſſible , ſo is it He alone, that neither fleepeth nor ſlumbereth *, and with whom 
all Promiſes are Verity b. 


d 1 Theſſ. v. 22. 
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